The opening meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science was held Monday evening in the Murat Temple. Professor E. G. Conklin delivered his retiring presidential address on the subject Science and ethics. Dean G. D. Birkhoff, President of the Association, served as chairman. The address was followed by a reception for all members of the Association and affiliated societies.
The meetings of the Society began Tuesday morning with two sections, Algebra and Analysis, and Topology. That afternoon, the Society met again in two sections, Analysis, and Geometry and Algebra. The presiding officers at these four sectional meetings were, respectively, Professors W. M. Whyburn, R. L. Moore, and T. H. Hildebrandt, and Dean E. B. Stouffer.
The fourteenth Josiah Willard Gibbs Lecture was delivered Tuesday afternoon at f our-thirty by Charles A. Kraus, Research Professor of Chemistry at Brown University, before a joint meeting of the Society and the Association for the Advancement of Science, at which Dean G. D. Birkhoff presided. The subject was The present status of the theory of electrolytes. The attendance at this lecture was about five hundred.
At the beginning of the general session Wednesday morning, President J. W. Putnam, of Butler University, gave a brief address of welcome. This general session included, also, a business meeting and the annual election. President R. L. Moore presided.
Wednesday afternoon, Professor Alonzo Church, of Princeton University, gave an address entitled The constructive second number class at a general session at which Professor D. R. Curtiss presided. Following this, the Society met in two sections, Mathematical Logic and Algebra. The section on Mathematical Logic was a joint session with the Association for Symbolic Logic at which Professor E. V. Huntington presided. Professor A. A. Albert presided in the Algebra section.
The The Secretary reported that the membership in the Society is now 2,127, including 127 contributing members., 175 nominees of institutional members, and 78 life members. There are also 88 institutional members. The total attendance of members at all meetings in 1937 was 1337; the number of papers read was 430; the number of hour lectures was 16; the number of members attending at least one meeting was 784.
The The report presented by Professor Ingraham as chairman of the Committee on Fees at Meetings was adopted. This report recommended that Colloquium fees be abolished and that, in their place, registration fees for summer meetings be substituted. The registration fee would ordinarily be one dollar for each member of the organizations and fifty cents for each additional member of his family and for each guest.
The following resolution regarding the death of Professor Morley was adopted :
The Council of the American Mathematical Society wishes to record its deep sense of loss at the death of Professor Frank Morley of the Johns Hopkins University. Those who knew him will long recall his gentlemanly dignity and unfailing courtesy. Professor Morley was one of the first members of the Society and lived to see it grow from modest beginnings to its present position as one of the leading mathematical organizations of the world. He served as editor of its Bulletin for several years and as its president during the years 1919-20. His services as editor-in-chief of the American Journal of Mathematics covered a long period of years, during part of which time the Society cooperated with the Johns Hopkins University in its publication. An account of his services to the Society and of his scientific abilities and attainments will appear in an early number of the Bulletin.
Additional times and places of meetings in 1938 were fixed as follows: Berkeley, April 9; New York, October 29; Cleveland, November 25-26; Los Angeles, November 26. Invitations were received from Ohio State University and Louisiana State University for the Annual Meeting in 1939.
It was announced that the October, 1938, number of the American Journal of Mathematics is to be dedicated to G. W. Hill, a former president of the Society, the one hundredth anniversary of whose birth takes place during 1938. Papers from leading mathematicians in fields allied to that of Dr. Hill will appear in this number.
Titles and cross references to the abstracts of papers read at the regular sessions follow below. The papers were read as follows: papers numbered 1 to 8 in the section for Algebra and Analysis on Tuesday morning; papers 9 to 16 in the section for Topology on Tuesday morning; papers 17 to 22 in the section for Analysis on Tuesday afternoon; papers 23 to 27 in the section for Geometry and Algebra on Tuesday afternoon; papers 28 to 33 in the general session on Wednesday morning; papers 34 to 39 in the section for Mathematical Logic on Wednesday afternoon; papers 40 to 45 in the section for Algebra on Wednesday afternoon; papers 46 to 51 in the section for Mathematical Statistics on Thursday morning; papers 52 to 59 in the section for Analysis on Thursday morning; and papers 60 to 93, whose abstract numbers are followed by the letter /, were read by title. Of those presenting papers, Dr. Olaf Heimer was introduced by Professor Rudolf Carnap, Miss Audrey Wishard by Professor L. V. Ahlfors, and Professor Eugene Stephens by Professor Francis Regan. Paper 4 was presented by Professor G. A. Bliss, paper 9 by Dr. M. F. Smiley, paper 23 by Dr. S. B. Myers, and paper 47 by Professor H. T. Davis.
